
 

Resolving the problem of parking around schools in Leicestershire 

Presentation By Peter Abraham, Chairperson of Butt Lane Close Residents Association, 

Hinckley 

   

My name is Peter Abraham and I am the Chairperson of The Butt Lane Close Residents 

Association in Hinckley. 

The problem 

It is generally accepted that there are problems around many schools with the parking of 

parents’ cars when dropping off and collecting their children. These challenges cause safety 

issues and inconvenience to residents. We produced a paper for the Highways committee 

in July 2017 and this presentation is based on that, but updated taking into account the 

Parking Near Schools consultative report, a document that shows you appreciate the 

problems created by this aspect of modern life. 

We have 3 ideas to improve the situation. 

Idea 1 

Our first idea is to change the parking time restrictions on single yellow lines outside 

schools. Currently, the most common time restrictions are 7.30am – 9.00am and 3.00pm – 

6.00pm. We propose that these be changed to 8.30am – 9.30am and 2.30pm – 3.30pm. The 

revised hours would better match the school’s core hours. Working residents could then 

park legally after 3.30pm, overnight and leave for work before 8.30 the following morning. 

The revised hours would also address the issue of parents parking legally on the single 

yellow lines till 3pm and then picking up their children or going around the block and 

coming back at 3.05 or 3.10.  This behaviour adds to pollution and has safety issues. 
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Idea 2 

Our second idea relates to parking restrictions being applied during term-time only. We 

note that page 130 section 56 of the report states that the Department of Transport 

prohibits school term time only restriction on single yellow lines. However, we believe that 

you do have the power to implement a term time only parking policy on zig zag lines, as 

shown on page 126 section 38.  Parents and residents both know school term times 

therefore such a restriction would be reasonable and fair. It would significantly improve 

residents’ parking facilities during school holiday periods. 

Idea 3 

The third idea is based loosely on an approach applied in some areas of the USA. There they 

have special lanes for the cars of parents collecting children. We do not believe this system 

would work in the UK but a variant might for a limited number of schools. It would be based 

on marked drop off/collection bays. Parents would be advised by text which bay and at 

what time to pick up their child. Bay time would be limited to 3 or 4 minutes. We have 

detailed ideas that address use of the bays, minimise school staff time involved and for 

covering the cost, as well as improving safety and reducing pollution.  

Next steps 

We request the adoption of the first two ideas and a working party be set up on the third to 

which we would be happy to contribute.  
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The problem. 

 

It is generally accepted that there are problems around many schools with the parking of parents’ cars 

when dropping off and collecting their children. These problems can be broken down into two areas, 

the children’s safety issue and the inconvenience to local residence.  

 

Current solutions and their level of success 

 

The usual current solution is to introduce a combination of single and double yellow lines, with 

appropriate zig zag yellow lines outside the school gates.  Regrettably this does not solve the problem 

for the following reasons: 

 

1. Parents soon discover that the law allows them to stop on both double and single yellow lines 

to drop off or pick up children, just as long as the driver does not leave the vehicle unattended. 

As a result of this parents arrive whenever they like and just sit in their cars until their children 

come out from school; should a warden arrive they simply drive round the block and come 

back. 

 

2. Leicestershire has a policy of installing single yellow lines with only one of about 6 different 

time restrictions (The one on Butt Lane outside Hinckley Parks Primary school says 7.30am – 

9.00am & 3.00pm – 6.00pm Monday to Friday). This actually penalises residents as many 

arrive back from work after the school has closed but before 6.00pm and they cannot park 

outside their own homes. It is also applies 52 weeks a year so is inconvenient during school 

holidays when there is no need for the restrictions. 

 

Possible more successful, cost effective, solutions. 

 

These can be broken down into 3 sections: 

1. A revision of the single yellow line restriction times to possibly  8.30am – 9.30am and 

2.30pm – 3.30pm Monday to Friday. 
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2. Make the restrictions apply only during term times. We have learned in the consultative 

document that the Department of Transport regulations do not allow this on single yellow 

lines but we are of the understanding that this can be done covering zig zag lines (we 

were told so by County Council Highways Department).  

 

There is of course the cost factor to consider. If these changes could be done as a ‘one off’ operation 

covering all the appropriate areas of Leicestershire at one time then the administration, notice of 

changes to residents and notices in the papers required by law, all these costs could be reduced 

considerably. No yellow line works would need to be changed only the plaques on the notice posts. We 

do believe that if the funds could not be found to implement the changes, but the principles were 

accepted, then we believe the changes would be so popular residents they may actually be prepared to 

help cover the costs of the changes (if they did not then the fact you have made it possible would be 

excellent PR). 

. 

3. The more thorny question is the enforcement of the no parking on single and double 

yellow lines to improve traffic flow, thus reducing the risk to children and also the 

inconvenience to residence. We are not an authority on the law in this respect but have 

two suggestions, CCTV cameras and a mobile ‘APP’.   

a. The best option would appear to be CCTV as this would show when children were 

crossing the road in a risky fashion and give the school the opportunity to provide 

appropriate retraining and education. It also provides added security.  Funding for 

this could be obtained by donations from the children’s own parents as it would 

improve child safety, also from residents as it could be used to enforce the parking 

restrictions (We understand that cars with the driver in the vehicle for an extended 

period of time can be considered to be ‘parked’, at least the threat would be helpful). 

Even if not enforceable in a court the fact that the school could see where parents 

are creating a safety hazard and were able to address this could provide a high 

deterrent .  The cost to a school to install such a system would naturally vary 

depending on its location but could be as low as £2,000, a small cost for the overall 

benefits.  

b. The APP solution is based on that now being used by parking control companies, in 

particular UKPC Ltd. 

An APP for mobile phones could be provided so residents or other authorised people 

could take pictures of inappropriate parking; the ‘APP’ would send those pictures 

with time and date stamped on automatically, either to the school or to a central 

control centre. It could also be used to show children taking risks. There is no child 

protection issue involved as the ‘APP’ can be constructed so the pictures taken are 

not retained on the mobile phone. This would be the cheaper option but would have 

the disadvantage that it would only show a vehicle or child at a specific time and 

does not give a continuous sequence of events. 
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4. A POSSIBLE LONG TERM SOLUTION 

Over recent months a possible long term solution to the problem of dropping off and picking 

up children from school has been developed, one which we would like considered. In simple 

terms it would work like this:- 

 The highways authority (or where practical the school on its own land) would create a number 

of bays, similar to loading bays or school bus bays usually found outside the school. These bays 

would be for parents / carers use only between say 8.30am - 9.30am and 2.30pm - 3.30pm 

term time only. 

 Designate these bays as drop off and collection bays only, with a time restriction on them of say 

3 or 4 minutes parking. Each bay would be numbered. We have designed a ‘punishment’, not a 

fine, for anyone staying over time which takes minimum administration by the school and 

would be effective in monitoring this time restriction. 

 Each Sunday an automated text could be sent to the parent/carer’s nominated mobile phone 

telling them the times their child would be ready to be picked up, at which bay, for the 

following week. The times can be varied to allow for a child attending after school activities on 

some days and not others. The parent / carer would inform the child of their pick up time for 

that day and the number of the bay. The child that is picked up early one week would be 

rotated to be collected later the following week to maintain fairness in the arrangements.  We 

believe that this should be self-monitoring for the drop off times without setting any rota but if 

necessary a similar rota could be created for drop off times too. 

 This arrangement would improve child safety as they would stay in the school or the 

playground until the last minute before their collection time thereby reducing the risk of injury 

due to playing on or near the road. Due to their age primary school children will need 

alternative arrangements for child security. 

NOTES 

A detailed discussion with a very experienced programmer means that we already have solutions to a 

number of the programming issues that would appear to make this solution unworkable, for 

instance:- 

 A parent having to pick up a very young or less mobile child needing more time.  

 A parent having to pick up children from more than one school. 

 A parent having to fit in collection with work or other commitments. 

 Time needed by school staff to Implement the system, the system would be 90% automated. 

 The cost.  

We believe that the kudos to Leicestershire County Council of developing such a system that could be 

used in many other areas of the UK and would be welcomed by parents and local residence alike, 

would be extremely high. 

The above ideas are submitted on behalf of Butt Lane Close Residents Association with the support of 

the Leicester Road Residents Group 
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